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* } Auoddfd Pr€»t WriUr 

I MIAMI.— Juan Jose Peruyero sat in his 

dusty* cluttered office in a rundown secstion 
of Miami wiicrc he operates his automiobile 
paint and body shop. He reminisced, and 
look^ into tbe future. 

“I will go again— all of us will, some day. 
I^And next time we’ll finish the job. There 11 
• be no quittir^ or excuses. We’re ready to 
a>gain to free our country.** 
a Army CapU Hugo Sueiro Rios (re- 
toped out and held the fp6nt door of 
three-bedroom home opai for a vlsi- 
•SSr^rinned a greeting, setQed down on 
» amd quieUy toild about his recent 

*££tW^outlb Vietnam, and bis dreams for 

^is my life. Tve never stopped fight- 
It. R’s been a long time, but the 
ic started then continues. We have 
i unity that will prevail— soon.'* 
r.Oruz, a tell dignified Negro who 
U discrimination as readily as he 
i^unism, paced ths floor and ges* 
^atically. 

'T arm optimist as well as .a realist 
ai><^yhyHiomelaod.*’ be says. 

••The Nixon Administration has to act. 






“/ will go asain^U of us will^ome 
day. And next time we^ll finish the job,. 
Ther^U be Ino quitting or excuses. W^re 
ready to fight again to free our country’’ 
N .ri j ir Juan Jose Peruyero 



Something wifl happen soon, pceahky Use 
year. And I am ready . . 

Ten years ago, those three displaced 
Cubans add some 1500 of their countrym^ 
were In a Guatemalan training camp nm by 
the American CIA. On Ajail 17. 1961, ttey hit 
the beaches in tlhe disastrous invasion of 
Culba at the Bay of Pigs. ^ , 

Those who weren’t killed were captured 
by Fidel Castro’s troops. They sj^ 20 
months of confinement iq fear, confusion and 
bitterness. 




Today, these ransomed “freedom figliters ” 
puraue their more preosaic vocations, in 
. exile. Now, they go about makang a daily 
liv«^ and providing for their famines-^* 
cab drivers, accOublainte, lawyers, sales- 
man, mechanics and fightiDg men for the 
U. S. armed forces. 

Iljey are part of the more than half- 
mil^on Cubans living in exile in this country 
and ejsowhere. 

But these men. arc special, they say. They 
claim a unity that other exiles or refugees do 
^ not have. 

Their “unifying bon^” as Sueire calls it, 
is the stiB active Assault Brigade 2506. 

Sueire was a youth of 21 wfc^ be led the 
2d Infantry Battalion of Brigade 2506 onto 
Pla^a Giron, the beach leading from Bahia 
de'Cochines, the Bay of Pigs. > 

Today, he has a plastic idate m his head 
and partial paralysis of the left side of his 
body as a result of a Claymore mine explo- 
sion in Vietnam. He served with ttm 82d Air- 
borne Division and was a logisttca officer 
u^th the 25th Infantry Division when wound- 
ed. 1 • ' 

’ Alt 31, he is studying accounting at the 
Unrversflty of Miami while supporting his 
wife and two children. 

I Along with more than 200 of his country- 
ihco, he joined tbe U. S. armed forced in 
March 1963, foBowi^ the release of all but 
nine Bridgade prisoners by ibe CaBtro 
regime, Castro demanded and got $53 mil- 
lion in American food and medicinca lor 
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their freedom. 

“We expec^ to return rapidJy to Cuba 
after the Special Officers Training Course in 
B't Benning. Ga.,“ aays Sueiro. 

I Badly Mistaken 

i "We were badly miistaken. After President 
Kennedy was killed, there was a diange in 
the political situation in this oounlry and we 
were told another invasion of the ishmd was 
impossible. Many of our people got out of 
the armed forces, nraybe half. But many^of 
lis i*emaincd, or retumed after quitting." 

, Why? 

“I fed that besides fighting communism. 
I was keeping myself ready for any possible 
return to Cuba ki a fighting capadty.** 

He says many of the CXiban oDQcers in the 
U. S. Anny, Navy and Air Force fed the 
same way. 

^ “Naturally, many of them have a career, 



name among ail the Bay of Pigs persooal^ir ^ 
tics, is today a man <rf some mystery in ** 
Miami. 

ArUrae was the dvitei “political 
who reportedly arranged for CIA sponsorship-— 
and recruiting for ttie hrigadie. He was the 
liaison between the uniformed fighting men 
and their Cuban exile political backers and ^ « 
CIA leaders. ' \ 

Today, he is owner of a B'tiaimi store oaB- 
e<d Mon Petllt, whidh sells baby furnliture, 'I 
toys, clothes and nofione. But he rarely ir*^ 
in town, spending much of his time shutSliiig ^ J 
back and forth between Central Amertcai • 

Mexico and Miami. *■ 

He is in the import-export business, fri- 4 - t'* 

ends say. But others claim that he continue^ 
to make the contacts necessary for anotheiw 
large-scale invasion of the Communist islandf ^ 
Arllme declines interviews as does Perez 
San Roman, the bngade’s fighting leader a*t-\ 
the Bay of Pigs. “Pepe,“ Perez San Romani / 
now 40, working in Miami for a 'trucking ‘ 
firm. * 



Retort to Castro 



Veterans?: 



j good rank, prestige and have put in a good 
part of their lives as fighting men for tne* 

^ United States forces,’* says the shy, mild- 
mannei'cd Suerio. ,av r 

“But I feel sui’c that given the opport-^'* • 
unity, Ulie majority would drop everythin^M* 
leave their positions and faindlies and return . 
to fight in Cuba ... 1 know alj my friends?..' 
in tile Army feel this way. At heart, that’s 
what we all want— an opportunity.’* 

He says the brigade was formed “of all ■“* *, 
kinds of people— students, former army per-»t.r 4 ' 
sonnel with Batista or Castro, coliege gradu-^" ' 
ales and peasants, laborers — aH with differ-* n 
ent political beliefs and kteas. 

“But Fidel Ca<stro achieved one thing for ?' 

I us. He made irt possible for Brigadistas to he-^ 
come unified. This spirit of unity contiiHiea to! ' 
exist among the men <rf -the bridg>ade, be they**-’ 
dediitoatcd fami'ly men tens of thousands of''*-' 
miles away, or here in ordinary jobs. ^ 
“'rheir thinking is here, at the center of 
activity, die “^brigade." 

As^uit Brigade 2506 exists not only in the 
minds of men »such as Sueiro, but as a phy- - 
sical being in a second-floor walkup above 
photographer’s studio on West Flayer St., in 
the heart of the Mianid district known a«* '^ 
"Little Havana 

It is an “assodalion” now. holding bois^'^’ 
terous meetings in the smoke-filled hafi but 
dedicated to keeping aHve the spirfct of rttumt‘~; 

Still active are its leaders, then and now,,, 

Jose Perez San Roman, Manuel Artime, . . 
Peruyerc and others. 

Its current president is a stocky, nervous"’**" 
bai’ger who learned (his trade in Cano’s pri- 
sons. - 



/Han of Mystery ".I 

tgjL 

Manuel Ai-time, perhaps taie most familial; 



Cruz. 40, a salesman-collector for a home' 
products firm in Miami, was commander obrji 
a parachute company in the 1901 assault. His 
colleagues bold him in hi^ regard for a 
face-lo-face encounter with the bearded Cas- 
tro while they were prisoners. 

During the televised show trials in whiefl” 
the invaders were sentenced to 30year pri- 
son sentences, the Cuban premier ringed 
out the lanky Cruz and asked : 

I "What arc you doing here? As a black 
I man, don't you know .that we have wiped out 
discriiminatioo in thus country? You can go 
I anywhere, swim at any of the ckibs, do what ^ 
you want.” 

Cruz retorted: “I didn’t come here to go — / 

swimming. 1 came to free my country from 
Com mum sm.” 

Rafael Guas Indan. vice president of 
Cuba when diciaier Fulgencio Baitista fled 
die advancing Castro guerillas, lost his son'*'*"’ 
in the Bay of Pigs invasion. T^ youth died“*> 
fighting rather than surrender, says GuaX 
Inclan. rmm 

Now 74 and a Miami resident, he is activp^t 
in the exile movement as head of a ,smalil’-^w 
group called Alliance for the Liberation of. » 
Cuba. . . 

Receiving a newsman in the dark 
.shabby meeting hall wher^ a number of old- 
sters noisily played dominoes, Guas IiK*lail'^“ 
expressed bitterness at what he called United ^ 
States failure to meet Hs commitments. 

"The United States of today has lost muchl^ii 
of its prestige regarding our country . . . Brn: 
should know that Cuba is only a Russian 
I tratmpoline to this country,” be says. — 

With that, he expressed the opinion held ^ 
by a majority of Cuban exiles. 

While grateful to (this country for 
shelter and generosity, it is difflcuJt for them^ ' 
to understand Washington’s aittRude of maii- ^ 
taining the sitiatus quo in regard to Cuba. 
Brigadistas and most of tlie other exiles'”- 
bemoan U. S. inaction. • 

They do anything to encourage and even,^j^ 
provoke a confrontation wHh the Oaslre^ . 
^‘egime. 

'Their great hoi)c is for Cubans on the..v,. 
island to rise up against Castro so they, an^.'^ 
the United States, will have an excuse for an,-*”’ ** 
other invasion. - 

Mcams^hilc, tliey wail. .And hope. They^.* .. 
argue among tliemseives, as Cubans will. •<» i . 
But llieirs is k common goal— to retuin..'::: 



